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104- 105. However, when the moon makes her debut, the stars feel 
crestfallen. Now the moon preens herself in pride that the world 
smiles radiantly thanks to her light. At day-break, the sun glides 
into view and the proud moon fades away slowly. 

106.1f people blinded by pride on account of their wealth care to 
ponder over these plain lessons of nature, never again will pride 
creep into their minds. 
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107-1 08.Now, listen to this saga of a Sadhu for the protection of 
a piece of his loinscloth. Once upon a time, a pious man received 
instruction from his Guru and began to practise in right earnest in 
a small cottage on the outskirts of the village. 
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109-1 lO.Daily he would get up early, finish his ablutions and hoist 
up his loinscloth on the tree to dry before going on his rounds to 
seek alms. When he returned, he was dismayed to see his 
loinscloth ravaged by a mouse. 

111. Next day, while returning from the village with alms, he 
procured a new loinscloth. Alas, the mouse went on rampage once 
again. This happened again and again and the Sadhu was very sad 
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112-1 14.When he went on his daily round for alms, he told his talc 
of woe to the villagers. They counselled : "Bring a cat and be done 
with the rat forever. Who will give you a new loinscloth 
everyday?". He heeded their advice, brought home a kitten and 
reared it with tender love. The rat menace was over since then 
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1 15-1 17.He would seek little milk in alms daily to feed the kitten. 
Once a villager told him : "You need milk daily. Who will give 
you free milk everyday? Heed my advice and procure a cow. Then 
not only the kitten, but you too can drink the milk everyday." 
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1 1 8.Later, the Sadhu procured a cow and there was now no need 
to beg for milk. 

119-120 Now, the Sadhu had to plead with the villagers to give 
adjoining his hut so that he would have plenty of catttc-fced. 
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12 1-122. He heeded their advice. He started ploughing his land. 
He engaged labourers too. He also set up a granary to store the 
produce. Slowly, the Sadhu began to worry. 

123. Like a typical householder, the Sadhu began to brood always 
Days passed by and his Guru happened to pass that way one day 
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124 125. He saw all the material pomp and wondered where his 
disciple has fled. He enquired with a servant as to when* the nun 
ol renunciations was TIu? servant stood still, giving no answer 
So, tile master went into the emnt yard 
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126-127.He saw the disciple seated in front and enquired about 
his pompous life-style. The disciple, smitten with shame, fell at 
his feet and said : "Master, all this is for the sake of a piece of 
loinscloth." 
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128. He recounted in detail all the happenings. Delighted at the 
Darshan of his Guru, he was now free from all attachments. 

129. Renouncing everything that had so far deluded him, he 
accompanied his master and roamed all over the world in utter 

freedom. 
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